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POLICY: 

It is the policy of Central Florida Cares Health System (CFCHS) that all consumers funded by the 

Department will meet one of the State’s priority populations. 

 

PURPOSE: 

To ensure that network subcontractors verify that consumers who receive substance abuse and mental 

health services funded by the department, must be a member of at least one of the department's priority 

populations approved by the Legislature (394.674 F.S.) .  

 

RELATED POLICIES:  Adult Mental Health 

 

PROCEDURES: 

The Quality Assurance annual review will include verification through a chart review and utilizing the 

State’s Substance Abuse and Mental Health Information System (SAMHIS) to verify the consumers meet 

one of the following priority populations: 

 

 Adult Mental Health Services:  

 

1.  Adults who have severe and persistent mental illness, as designated by the department using 

criteria that include severity of diagnosis, duration of the mental illness, ability to independently 

perform activities of daily living, and receipt of disability income for a psychiatric condition. 

Included within this group are:  

a. Older adults in crisis.  

b. Older adults who are at risk of being placed in a more restrictive environment because of 

their mental illness.  

c.  Persons deemed incompetent to proceed or not guilty by reason of insanity under chapter 

916.  

d.  Other persons involved in the criminal justice system.  

e.  Persons diagnosed as having co-occurring mental illness and substance abuse disorders.  

2.  Persons who are experiencing an acute mental or emotional crisis as defined in s. 394.67(17).  

 

Children's Mental Health Services:  

1.  Children who are at risk of emotional disturbance as defined in s. 394.492(4).  

2.  Children who have an emotional disturbance as defined in s. 394.492(5).  

3.  Children who have a serious emotional disturbance as defined in s. 394.492(6).  

4.  Children diagnosed as having a co-occurring substance abuse and emotional disturbance or 

serious emotional disturbance.  
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Substance Abuse Treatment Services:  

1.  Adults who have substance abuse disorders and a history of intravenous drug use.  

2.  Persons diagnosed as having co-occurring substance abuse and mental health disorders.  

3.  Parents who put children at risk due to a substance abuse disorder.  

4.  Persons who have a substance abuse disorder and have been ordered by the court to receive 

treatment.  

5.  Children at risk for initiating drug use.  

6.  Children under state supervision.  

7.  Children who have a substance abuse disorder but who are not under the supervision of a court or 

in the custody of a state agency.  

8.  Persons identified as being part of a priority population as a condition for receiving services 

funded through the Center for Mental Health Services and Substance Abuse Prevention and 

Treatment Block Grants.  

 

Crisis services, as defined in s. 394.67, must, within the limitations of available state and local matching 

resources, be available to each person who is eligible for services as described in the previous section, 

regardless of the person’s ability to pay for such services. 

 

Criteria for Addictions Receiving Facilities: 

To be considered eligible for placement, a person must be unable to be placed in another component and 

must also fall into one of the following categories: 

(a) A voluntary client who has a substance abuse problem to the extent that the person displays 

behaviors that indicate potential harm to self or others or who meets diagnostic or medical criteria 

justifying placement in an addictions receiving facility; or 

(b) An involuntary client who meets the criteria specified in Section 397.675, F.S.; or 

(c) An adult or juvenile offender who is ordered for  assessment or treatment under Sections 397.705 

and 397.706, F.S., and who meets diagnostic or medical criteria justifying placement in an 

addictions receiving facility; or 

(d) Juveniles found in contempt as authorized under Section 985.216, F.S. 

 

Eligibility Criteria for Crisis Stabilization Facilities: 

(a) Patients receiving Baker Act services must meet financial eligibility criteria based on current 
federal Poverty Income Guidelines published in the Federal Register, and the criteria on CF-MH 
Form 3084, Jan 98, known as BAKER ACT SERVICE ELIGIBILITY. 

(b)  Each public receiving facility may provide public Baker Act services to acutely ill individuals 
who are financially ineligible if: 

1. The total number of days of service paid for with public Baker Act funds for financially 
ineligible individuals shall not exceed 20 percent of the total number of days paid for with 
public Baker Act funds when combining all 24-hour care services. The total number of 
patient days equals the aggregated number of hours of care for each client from admission 
to discharge divided by 24. 

2. Services are provided based upon an individual’s acute need for mental health services; and 

3. The provision of this service is consistent with the available capacity of the program. 

 (c) An individual’s diagnostic and financial eligibility shall be documented on CF-MH Form 3084, 
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Jan 98 known as BAKER ACT SERVICE ELIGIBILITY, and which is included by reference. This 

form requires justification and description of the manner in which the individual’s condition 

specifically met the required diagnostic eligibility criteria as well as documentation of the 

individual’s financial eligibility. CF-MH Form 3084, Jan 98, must be completed at the time of 

admission or shortly thereafter, at which time the patient or significant others must be advised of the 

individual’s eligibility status and of its meaning. 
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