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MAY 13 2020

STATE OF FLORIDA
DCFDepartmentCierk
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
IN RE: EMERGENCY SUSPENSION OF
STATUTES IN RESPONSE TO
COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY

RENDITION NO.: DCF -20-096-EO

___________________________________./
EMERGENCY ORDER
WHEREAS, Novel Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a severe acute respiratory

illness that can spread among humans through respiratory transmission;
WHEREAS, as of May 13, 2020, all 67 counties in Florida have positive cases for
COVID-19;
WHEREAS, Department of Emergency Management Emergency Order DEM-20-006
prohibits visitation to specific facilities to decrease the exposure of the vulnerable residents within
the Department's facilities and the community to COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, on March 9, 2020, the Governor of the State of Florida, Ron DeSantis signed
Executive Order No. 20-52 declaring that a state of emergency exists in Florida and providing that
"[e]ach state agency may suspend the provision of any regulatory statute prescribing the
procedures for conduct of state business or the orders or rules of that agency, if strict compliance
with the provision of any such statute, order, or rule would in any way prevent, hinder, or delay
necessary action in coping with the emergency."
NOW, THEREFORE, I, CHAD POPPELL, Secretary of the Department of Children
and Families, pursuant to the authority granted by Executive Order No. 20-52, and upon Order of
the State Coordinating Officer, find the timely execution of the necessary actions, mitigation,
response, and recovery aspects of the State's emergency management plan, as it relates to COVID-

19, is prevented, hindered, or delayed by the application of certain regulatory statutes, rules or
orders related to the Department of Children and Families (DCF), and promulgate the following:
1.

Section 916.107(1)(a), Florida Statutes, will remain suspended for the purpose of:

(a) suspending the 15-day deadline for the transfer of forensic clients to a civil or forensic facility,
to allow for the implementation of a phased admission process, and (b) suspending DCF's
provision of training or treatment of forensic clients not yet in a civil or forensic facility, up to,
and through, May 31, 2020. This phased process will incorporate quarantine procedures necessary
to ensure the continued safety of the individuals being served.
2.

Sections 916.13(2) and 916.15(3), Florida Statutes, requiring DCF to retain and

retrain defendants adjudicated incompetent to proceed and retain and treat defendants found not
guilty by reason of insanity, and not yet in a State Mental Health Treatment Facility, is suspended.
DCF may provide alternative treatment options to these defendants in the jails and communities,
to include video communication methods, when possible.
3.

Section 985.19(4), Florida Statutes, requiring DCF to provide treatment or training

to a child adjudicated incompetent to proceed, who is not yet in our secure facility or program is
suspended. DCF may provide alternative treatment options in the detention centers or jails where
these children are located, to include video communication methods, when possible.
4.

DCF and its contracted providers, shall not accept adult and child civil and forensic

new admissions or commitments to any state mental health treatment facility, up to, and through,
May 31, 2020.
5.

Section 402.305(2)(e), Florida Statutes, will remain suspended for the purpose of

promoting flexibility and allowing for alternative educational and testing methods for child care
personnel, where COVID-19.

6.

This Emergency Order shall expire on May 31, 2020.

Because section 252.36(5)(a), Florida Statutes, allows the Governor to suspend the
provisions of "any regulatory statute prescribing the procedures for [the] conduct of state
business," and because Section 4. B. of Executive Order No. 20-52 provides the Secretary of the
Department of Children and Families with the authority to issue this Emergency Order, the
requirements of sections 252.46 and 120.54(4), Florida Statutes, do not apply to this Order.

DONE AND ORDERED in Tallahassee, Leon County, Florida, this 13th day of May
2020.

